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Scholarly Evidences Supporting the Gospel

OOur testi monies arenot i wesélnd
need that spiritual confirmation in the heart of which we
have spoken n but not to seek for and not to acknowledge
Intellectual, documentable support for our belief when it is
available is to needlessly limit an otherwise incomparably

g theological position  and deny us a unique,
ersuasive vocabulary in the latter  -day arena of religious
nvestigation and sectarian debate. Thus armed with so

much evidence é we ought to be
sometimes are in defending our testimony of truth . 0

oElder Jeffrey R. Holland

0OThe greatness of the evidenced (Tal k given at

\ Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, 16 August 2017)
Q ts
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Hundr eds -bByes Bul | 0 s

OThere are Iliterally hundr e
the things that Joseph Smith brought to Mormonism

and things we find in ancient history  othings that
were unknown 1 n Josephos et
st deal with the gr eewes.ng
nerally critics argue that Joseph made lucky

uesses, or that any parallels are simply

coincidental. But when we recognize the number of
things that Joseph got right, the odds of so many

lucky guesses and coincidences become

staggering. O-Mi chael Ash, o0Shaken Faith




Evidences of
The Book of Mormon




A Book of Mormon Overview

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/My Writings/BofM Summary Scripture List.pdf

The Book of Mormon is a book of scripture comparable to the Holy Bible. It is held to
be a collection of the writings of many ancient, non -biblical prophets that were
later compiled and written on gold plates, using a language called Reformed

Egyptian, by an ancient American prophet historian named Mormon in about

400AD. His son Moroni added to the compilation and then buried the plates in

modern day up -state New York.

O The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter -day Saints believes that a young man by the
name of Joseph Smith was | ed by an angel t
nslated the unknown language into English by the power of God.

The book describes the history of two different peoples that immigrated from the old

world to the Ameri cas I n ancient ti mes who.i
millions.

The first group is called the Jaredites, wl
about 400BC.

O The second group were Israelite families, one being led by a man named Lehi, that
left Jerusalem in about 600BC and eventually split into two groups called the
Nephites and the Lamanites.

The highlight of the Book describes the visit of the Savior to the ancient inhabitants
of the American continent shortly after his resurrection.

Table of The Lamanites eventually destroyed the Nephites in about 400AD.



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/My_Writings/BofM_Summary_Scripture_List.pdf

Another Testament of Jesus Christ

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Great News Articles/LDS church too christian.pdf

O The stated purpose of the Book of Mormon is:

oTo the convincing of the Jew and
that JESUS IS THE CHRIST, the ETERNAL GOD,

mani festing himself wunto al/l nat.
O OWhile some Christians insi st t ha-tayJamtsis@hQhnistah o f
enough, one Christian professor says OMor moni sm

Writing in the First Things blog site, Stephen H. Webb [a Catholic], a professor of religion and
hil osophy at Wabash Coll ege, says that o6what ¢
to the divinity of Jesus Christ. And on that ground Mormons are more Christian than many

mainstream Christians who do not take seriously the astounding claim that Jesus is the Son of
God. 0

OMor moni sm i s obsessed with Christ, o Webb cont.
meant to awaken, encourage and expand faith in him. It adds to the plural but coherent

portrait of Jesus that emerges from the four gospels in a way, | am convinced, that does not
significantly damage or deface that portrait.oo

Webb, who has studied Mormonism extensively as part of his academic study of theology,
says that he came to this conclusion after reading the Book of Mormon.

0l was utterly surprised, o Webb writes. 0l wacs
be one of the most lackluster of all the great works of literature to have inspired enduring
Table of & reli gious movements. Yet it is dull precisely b



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Great_News_Articles/LDS_church_too_christian.pdf

Every Right to Ask for Proof of the Book of Mormon

the usual and familiar,” and  we have every right to ask for special proof of it.
This he obligingly supplies when he puts the book in our hands and asks us
how we explain it. Books of Mormon do not occur at all "in the usual course
of events." Therefore, we have every right to doubt the book's existence,
except for one thing: We have the book. The only alternative to Joseph
Smith's explanation I s to assume €.
ent Is so clever and adroit as to imitate the archaic poetry of the desert

ncredibly stupid as to think that the best way to fool people and get money
out of them is to write an exceedingly difficult historical epic of six hundred
pages. Endowed with the brains, perseverance, and superhuman cunning
necessary to produce this monumental forgery, the incredibly sly genius did
not have the wit to know, after years of experience in the arts of deception,
that there are ten thousand safer and easier ways of fooling people than by
undertaking a work of infinite toil and danger which, as he could see from

the first, only made him immensely unpopular. This is the forger who never

e X1l St-Hudh ONi bl ey, ONew Approaches to Book of

Table of C

oJoseph Smith's own story of the book'

t h

Mo r



Literary Evidences of
The Book of Mormon

Many of the evidences supporting the historical authenticity of the Book of
Mormon are based on the assumption that the Israelite group that left
Jerusalem in 600BC would have brought many Hebrew and Near Eastern
cultural and literary practices with them that would show up in a book written by
them and their descendants.
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Bedouins and the Desert Culture

O0The Bedouin are a grouping of nome
historically inhabited the desert regions in North Africa, the Arabian
Peninsula, I raq and the Levant. o (\

e Bedouin culture is known to have a unique and distinct literary
tradition.

Ooéit has recently become generally

Hebrew shared fully 1 n the culture
An Approach to the Book of Mormon, Hugh Nibley, pg. 55
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Perfect Arabian Desert Poetry (1 Ne. 2:9 -10)
(A Bedouin Qasida)

oOAnd when my father saw that the
Into the fountain of the Red Sea, he  spake unto Laman , saying:

O that thou mightiest be like unto this river, continually
unning into the fountain of all righteousness!

And he also spake unto Lemuel:

O that thou mightiest be like unto this valley, firm and
steadfast, and immovable in keeping the commandments
oft he Lord! o
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The Original Qasid (Hugh Nibley Vol. 6, chapter 21 )

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/lehi_the poet.pdf , Pg. 5

oLet us Dbriefly |list the exacting
account of Ingasidas fnal temanded sf the true and
authentic desert poet of the earliest period:

(1) They are Brunnen - or Quellenlieder , as the the Germans call them, that is, songs
iInspired by the sight of water gushing from a spring or running down a valley.

(2) They are addressed to one or (usually) two travelling companions.

(3) They praise the beauty and the excellence of the scene, calling it to the attention
he hearer as an object lesson.

4) The hearer is urged to be like the thing he beholds.
(5) The poems are recited extempore on the spot and with great feeling.

(6) They are very short, each couplet being a complete poem in itself. One verse
must be followed by its oOoObrother, 6 making

O "Here we have beyond any doubt all the elements of a situation
of which no westerner 1 n 1830 had

Table of C



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/lehi_the_poet.pdf

The River Laman
(Naming Geographic Features)

o0And it came to pass that he called the
name of the river, Laman , and it emptied
Il nto the Red Sea; 6 1N




Renaming Geographic Features

Lehi in the Desert, by Hugh Nibley (1988), 75-76.

oBy what right do these people rename streams and valleys to suit
themselves? No westerner would tolerate such arrogance. But Lehi is not
Interested in western taste; he is following a good old Oriental custom.
Among the laws "which no Bedouin would dream of transgressing," the
first, according to Jennings -Bramley, is that "any water you may discover,
either in your own territory or in the territory of another tribe, is named

after you." So it happens that in Arabia a great wady (valley) will have
different names at different points along its course, a respectable

number of names being "all used for one and the same valley. . . . One

and the same place may have several names, and the wadi running

ose to the same, or the mountain connected with it, will naturally be

alled differently by members of different clans," according to Canaan,

who tells how the Arabs "often coin a new name for a locality for which
they have never used a proper name, or whose name they do not

know," the name given being usually that of some person. However,
names thus bestowed by wandering tribesmen "are neither generally
known or commonly used," so that we need not expect any of Lehi's

\\p| ace names tsH@hNEBUTI VI VeE. O

Table of Coate




Hundreds of Egyptian, Hebrew, Arabic, Hittite & Greek Names

Names unknown 1 n Joseph Smithos Ti me
(Hugh Nibley Vol. 6, chapter 22)
http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/ancient_names_in_BofM.pdf ,Pg. 1

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/BofM Man Made or God Given.pdf

oThere is i n the Book of Mormon within one | mpor
Pa-. They are peculiar names and can be matched exactly in Egyptian. Names beginning with
Pa- are by far the most common type in late Egyptian history, but what ties Pahor famiys

most closely to Egypt is not the names but the activities in which the bearers of those names are
engaged; for they sponsor the same institutions and engineer the same intrigues as their

Egyptian namesakes did centuries before d and in so doing they give us to understand they are
qguite aware of t he -nameseahdraa hPacheni , Parechi |

here Ii's a marked tendency for Egyptian and Heb
the El ephantine region of Upper Egypt. | t 1 s
day a | arge part of the refugees fled to that re
0The most frequent otheophoricdé element by far |
same is true of late Egyptian names. The commonest formative element i |n the Book of Mormon
names is the combinationof Mor-,Mr-; i n Egyptian t he Merananes: Mayonid s t
Moronihah , Mormon]
OEgyptian names are usually compound and for med
Mormon names are mostly compound and follow the samer ul es of formati on
oMimation (ending with dm) predominated in Jaredite names, nunation (ending with on) in

Nephite and Lamanite names. This is strictly in keeping with the development of languages in
the Old World, where mimation was everywhere succeeded by nunation around 2000 B.C., that
| S, we | | after the Jaredites had departed, but |

Table of C
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http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/BofM_Man_Made_or_God_Given.pdf
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Egyptian, Hebrew, Arabic, Hittite & Greek Names (Cont.)

(Hugh Nibley Vol. 6, chapter 22)

A large proportion of Book of Mormon names end in diah and ihah. The same
ending Is peculiar to Palestinian names o0

The names in the Book of Mormon that are neither Egyptian nor Hebrew are
Arabic, Hittite (Hurrian) or Greek. This is strictly in keeping with the purported origin
of the book.

| is a real personal name, unknown in the time of Joseph Smith. It is always met
ith in the desert country, where a number of exemplars have been discovered in
recent years.

LlLaman and Lemuel are not only OArabicdO name
opair of pendant names, 6 such as ancient
their two eldest sons, according to recent discoveries.

.The absenceoodamdBsmalt hat I s names compoun

Baal element), is entirely in keeping with recent discoveries regarding common
names iIin the Palestine of Lehi os day.



Olive Cultivation Practices

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/evidence.pdf , pg. 12

oea group of horticulturists (speci
account of olive culture and olive production in the Book of Mormon in

Jacob 5 and found that in virtually every detail, it matches what we

actually know about how olive trees are treated, how they are grown,
cultivated, and cared for.

, It has to be understood that olive trees do not grow in New York
ate. Joseph Smith probably didn't ever see any. He certainly wouldn't
ave known much about olive trees and olive cultivation, and olive
cultivation is very, very different from the kinds of trees he would have
known. So where did he get this information from? It seems to me that
the most conservative notion, the best explanation, is that whoever
wrote the parable of the olive tree in Jacob 5 knew olive cultivation at
fi1rrst hand. He Kk n e wDdni@GvPeterdon was done.

Table of C ts



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/evidence.pdf

Book of Mormon Writing Style Statistical Studies

, Pg. 3
O0Extensive statistical st wordpentng )ihave | u
been conducted on the Book of Mor mon.

OoBl ocks of writing were anal y-gubcdnsdioos i
tendencies to use noncontextual word patterns in peculiar ratios and
combinations. 0O

O oWordprinting has been used to ascertain the authorship of such works as

elve disputed Federalist Papers and a posthumously published novel by
Jane Austen.o

OO0When applied to t hevorBponting reviealskhatithmo n
word patterns of the Book of Mormon differ significantly from the personal

writings of Joseph Smith, Solomon Spaulding, Sidney Rigdon, and Oliver
Cowdery, who served as Joseph Smith's

OO0OFurther mor e, patterns of Nephi 1 ar e
different from those of Alma 2. The results of objectively measuring these
phenomena indicate an extremely low statistical probability that the
Book of Mormon could have been written by one author . 6 Diane E. Wirth
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http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/bofmauth.pdf

Earliest Text of The Book of Mormon Written in Early Modern English

1pg 2-3

O Scholars assign Early Modern English (Elizabethan) to the period roughly between A.D. 1500
and 1700

O The King James version of the Bible is written in a subset of Early Modern English.

O Using the earliest text of The Book of Mormon, scholar Standford Carmack has generated a
significant body of scholarly studies showing that the Book of Mormon was largely written in
Early Modern English (vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure).

ack shows that much of what has been di s
original manuscript of the] Book of Morm
dering dozens of such O6obviousd grammat .
s 0l had smittend and O0they was yet wrot
|  ent and even sophisticated. o It simply
a § Dawiel Peterson
ote : these grammatical characteristics have been cleaned up in the modern Book of Mormon
text we have today.
»p oCarmack writes, oO0in view of the totality of
IS no longer possible to argue that the earliest text of the Book of Mormon is defective and
Ssubstandard in its grammar. e |t clearly dr aw

| syntax from the Early Modern English period, some of them obscure and inaccessible to
N\ virtually everyone 200 years ago. Only now ar
surprlsmg linguistic depth and breadth . @ ®aniel Peterson

Table of Ca

ents



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/early_modern_english_in_BofM.pdf

Earliest Text of The Book of Mormon Written
In Early Modern English (Cont.)

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/early modern english in BofM.pdf

O Since the King James Bible is only a subset of Early Modern English, it appears
Impossible that Joseph could have created all of the obscure Early Modern English
Book of Mormon vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structures simply by copying
the style of the Bible.

snoét clear why the Lord chose to reveal
Prophet Joseph in this obscure, archaic Early Modern English, but what IS clear based
on/these extensive studies is that neither Joseph, nor anyone else from his era, could

ave produced these characteristics found in the original manuscript of the Book of

ormon.
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http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/early_modern_english%20in%20BofM.pdf

Hebraisms

OWritten characters were handed
according to Nephite speech (Mormon 9:32). This observation
suggests that at least later generations of Nephites used
Egyptian characters to write their contemporary spoken
| anguage, an altered form of

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/language.pdf , Pg. 2

Table of C ts



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/language.pdf

oMany typical Hebrew | anguage
|l denti fi ed I n the Book o

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/language.pdf , Pg. 3

Pa

OoHebrew employs prepositional phr a:
d vidual adverbs, a feature typical of Book of Mormon language:

6|n hasted (3 Ne. 21:29) 1 nstead of
28:28) 1 nstead of ﬁgladly.t")o

O...a possible example of Hebrew a/
peopl ed (Al ma 30:24; emphasi s adde:
consi dered grammatically plural, b
OPossession i n English ndt hsen onvann 'l sn
and Ot he hous el botbnlytha lattermanstract is

employed in Hebrew. The lack of apostrophe possession in the Book

of Mormon is consistent with a translation from the Hebrew
construct. O

o[ T] he 60fd construct i s common f ol
Correspondingly, the Book of Mormon co sistently employs phrases

such as "plates of brass" (1 Ne. 3.
owall s of stoned (Al ma 48:8) rat hei

Table of C



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/language.pdf

Hebrew Language Patterns (Cont.)

O0Sentence st r uct-oomeirsing mechhnisms ia ldebrew
differ from those in English. Long strings of subordinate clauses and
verbal expressions, such as those in Helaman 1:16 -17 and Mosiah
2:20-21 and 7:21 -22, are acceptable in Hebrew, though unorthodox
and di scouraged 1 n Engl i sh:Zeniff¥so a | |
was made king, éhze dleoung, @otvieer ef or e

by ékilangan, who having entered I nto &
|l el ded up [various <citiesliadalnhs t |
he did, for the sole purpose of Dbri
(Mosiah 7:21-2 2 ) . O
O0o0Frequent phrases such as Ofrom beif
represent rather |1 teral transl ati
fled from before themd (Mosi ah 17:
Engli sh o6he fled from them, o0 portr:
compound preposition. o

Table of C




Hebraisms:
Sukkot (I.e. Festival of Tabernacles)

Ooéstudies have suggested that
might have been celebrating the Israelite festival of
Sukkoth [Mosiah 2 -6] and doing things required by Jewish
laws not translated into English until after the Book of
Mor mon was publi shedo

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/bofmauth.pdf , Pg. 2
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http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/bofmauth.pdf

Hebrew Chiasmus In the Book of Mormon
John Welch, New Era 1972

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/chiasmus.pdf , pg. 8-9

Oo0John [Welch] announced in an acade
discovery that an ancient and highly specialized Hebrew literary style

could be found throughout the Book of Mormon. A world famous,

ormon scholar called 1t the 0mo:
arned concerning the Book of Morn

Taken as evidence of the Book of N
touchstone like we have rarely  ever had before. Scholars are saying

thi ngs today |1 ke O0OWhere there I s ¢c
Hebrai c hand. 0 And yet such a thing
Smith and universally unrecognized by the world until the present
decade. 0

Table of C



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/chiasmus.pdf

Psalm 58

a Do ye indeed, O gods speak righteousness?
Do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men?
b Nay in the heart ye work wickedness,
Ye weigh out the violence of vour hands in
the earth.
¢ The wicked are estranged from the womb.
d Their poison is like the poison of a serpent.
e O god
break
their teeth in their mouth,
e the great teeth of the young lions
break out
O Jehovah.
d They shall melt away like waters, like a
snail will melt as it goes along . . .
¢ Abortions of a woman that have not beheld
the sun . . .
b The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the
vengeance, he shall wash his feet in the blood
of the wicked.
a And men shall say, there is a reward for righteousness.
Surely there is a God that judgeth the earth.

Table of C ts

Chiasmus: Symmetrical Repetitive Poetry with a
Focal Turning Point

O Chiasmus: a rhetorical or literary figure in which words, grammatical
constructions, or concepts are repeated in reverse order, in the
same or a modified form.  80xford Dictionary

Mosiah 3:18 -19

a they humble themselves
b and become as little children
¢ and believe that salvation . . . is . . . in and
through the atoning blood of Christ, the
Lord Omnipotent.
d For the natural man
e is an enemy to God,
f and has been from the fall of Adam,
f and will be, forever and ever,
e unless he yields to the enticings of the
Holy Spirit,
d And putteth off the natural man
¢ and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord,
b and becometh as a child,
a submissive, meek, humble . . . full of love . . .



Table of C

Many BofM Chiasms Focus on the Savior and His Atonement:
For example, all of Alma 36 is a Chiasm focused on the Atonement

a My son, give ear to my words (verse 1)

b Keep the commandments [and] ve shall prosper in the land (1)
¢ Captivity of our fathers — bondage (2)
d Surely God did deliver them (2)
e Trust in God (3)
J Support in trials, trouble, and afflictions (3)
g I lmow this not af myself but of Ged (4)
h Born of God (3)
i Seek no more to destray the church of God (9)
7 Gell to the earth (10)
k Limbs paralyvzed (10)

I The agony of conversion . . .destroved, torment, (11 - 16)
harrowed up, racked, the pains of hell, inexpressible horror,
banished and extinet, the pains of a damned soul
m I remember . .. the coming of one Jesus Christ,

a Son af God, te atone for the sins of the world
m I cried within my heart: O Jesus, thou Son of God,
have mercy onme (17-18)

I Thejov of conversion no mare pain, what jov,
marvelous light, exquisite, nothing as sweet, singing
and praising God, langing to be with God (19-22)

k Limbs received their strength again (23)
J Stood upon my feet (23)
i Labored without ceasing to bring souls unto repentance (24)
h Many have been born of God (20)
g Knowledge is of God (20)
I Supported under trials and troubles, vea afflictions (27)
a Trustin him (27)
d He will still deliver me (27)
¢ Egvpt - captivity (28-29)
b Keep the commandments and ve shall prosper in the land (30)
a This according to his ward (30)



The Numerous Chiasms in the Book of Mormon
are not there by Chance

Ooewe can rule out the odd chance that
chiasmus through scrutinously reading the Bible on the simple grounds that
the King James translation, which he used, obscures almost every chiastic
formation possible. Either in an attempt to avoid redundant repetitions or to
prevent awkward word orders, the King James translators did a good job of
l evel i ng al most every chiasm i n the BI
O g (OJN0) d H ﬁhrbVerch elttNV/wwvvéur@erstandIatterdavsalnts.com/documents/SchoIarIv/chiasmus.pdf , Pg. 8

t hough al |l knowl edge of this form |
ediscovered and reexplored in the nineteenth century when formal

criticism began to emerge. But by the time the concept of chiasmus

received currency or recognition, the Book of Mormon had long been In

pr | Motn welct) (conclusion)

O A Statistical Study was done of Repetitive Literary Structures showing up by
chance or design in various books:

OoWe conclude that the | ikelihood is
appeared by design in the Pentateuch
-0Does Chiasmus Appear in the BoBRokd FoEdwakiandrirarell Wa Edw&dsanc e ? 6
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Semitic Languages and
the Language of the
Book of Mormon




Semitic Language Characteristic: No Punctuation

O Hebrew and Egyptian are part of the Semitic family of
languages that consist of Hebrew, Egyptian, Arabic, Aramaic,

Phoenician and Akkadian.

O Among some of the unusual characteristics of Semitic
languages are:
Oltisread right to left (instead of our more familiar left to right).

) The written language only consist of the consonants of the words.
Vowels are not written (more on this later).

O The written language uses no punctuation

O Interestingly enough, the original manuscript of the Book of
Mormon that Joseph Smith dictated has absolutely no
punctuation. John H. Gilbert, the typesetter for the first printing
of the Book of Mormon was the one that added all of the
punctuation. He said: oWe had
was not punctuated at all . o
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Book of Mormon Language Summary

O Since the many languages involved in the Book of Mormon production
and transl ation can be confusing, | et

The original language of the Book of Mormon is purported to be Hebrew.

This Hebrew was transcribed into a written language script the Book of
Mor mon authors called OReformed Egypt

OA candidate for OReformed Egyptiand i s
script used by ancient Egyptians to more easily represent the harder to create

O O>

Hieroglyph  Demotic

G / Hieroglyphic Egyptian language.

_ -Y O Scholars have found ancient examples of non -Egyptian spoken languages
being written using Demotic script.

i O A modern equivalent of this would be writing the Japanese spoken language

= _9 using the Greco -Roman alphabet. The original written language of Japanese

—n .

would be Kanji characters, but it can also be written with Greco -Roman letters.

O In 1829 this Reformed Egyptian was translated by the power of God into the Early
Modern English vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structures found in the
earliest manuscript of the Book of Mormon, and punctuation was later added
during the printing process.

O Remnants of Hebrew literary styles, phrases, and word usage are found in the
Book of Mormon because Hebrew was the base language.

Table of C ts




Near Eastern Parallels




Near Fastern Parall el s: C

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/neareast.pdf , pg. 2 -3 (Nibley)

O0There is a detailed description of a coror
paralleled only in ancient non  -biblical sources, notably Nathan haBablil's description
of the coronation of the Prince of the Cap!l

OoThe Book of Mor mon -6 .rla5B&))is aamssiglacsound df the2
well -documented ancient "Year Rite":

O (a) The people gather at the temple,

(b) bringing first fruits and offerings (Mosiah 2:3  -4);

(c) they camp by families, all tent doors facing the temple;

(d) a special tower is erected,

(e) from which the king addresses the people,

(f) unfolding unto them "the mysteries" (the real ruler is God, etc.);
(g) all accept the covenant in a great acclamation;

(h) it is the universal birthday, all are reborn;

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O (i) they receive a new name, are duly sealed, and registered in a nation census;
O

(j) there is stirring choral music (cf. Mosiah 2:28; 5:2 -5),
O (k) they feast by families (cf. Mosiah 2:5) and return to their homes (CWHN 6:205 -310).

O This patternism " has been recognized only since the 1930s . éHugh Nibley
Table of C ts



http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/neareast.pdf

Near Eastern Parallels: Rending Garments

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/neareast.pdf , Pg. 2 (Nibley)

connected account
ng against an opp

| eadi ng an upr i
e rent part of his

peopl e waving
it (Alma46:19-20) . o

0’ The | egendar yKawe didgtheasame thiagrwith his
gar ment . o

O0Among | engthier
| S
t h

Pal

O0The men of Moro
covenant [ saying
enemi eséto be tr

O0Both the rendin
ancient practices . OHugh Nibley

dcame runningé.
ay [ God] <cast u
en un2d2e)r.féoot ' (
f

and the tread
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Near Eastern Parallels: Banners and the Coat of Joseph

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/neareast.pdf , Pg. 2 (Nibley)
O0The inscription on the banner, 6in m
our peace, our wives, and our chil dre
banners and trumpets of the armies 1 n
OoBefore the battle Moroni goes before
sout hward as Desol ation, and the rest
I nd of | ibertydo (Alma 46:17) .0

Ol n the Battle Scroll ([1QM] vii.8ff.
army and dedicates the land of the enemy to destruction and that of

| sr ael to salvation. 6

OO0Moroni compar es hbamerto the aoat of dosepre malf of
whi ch was preserved and half decayed:

Jacob, before his deathéas this remna
preserved, so shall a remnant of [ Jos
both O0sorrowé[and] joyd at -Z251)e. s ame t
OO0ANn al most identical s-tenturysavans Thadabidtheb y

b of A collector of traditions from Jewish refugees in Persia . 6éHugh Nibley
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Withesses as Evidence
of
The Book of Mormon




The Speed of the Book of Mormon

Translation as Evidence
(Opening the Heavens: Accounts of Divine Manifestations, by John Welch pg. 80 -81)

OoJoseph Smith testified that he tr:
miraculously, by the gift and power of God. Is that testimony
credible? [A] set of over two hundred documents assembles data
pertinent to that wultimate questi or

he histori cal records corroborat.
or mon are I ndeed coplious and qui t e

OThe overwhel ming accumul ati on of t
provided by eyewitness participants and local observers leads to

the solid conclusion that the Book of Mormon was translated in a

very short period of time. Inside of three astonishingly compressed

months, Joseph Smith produced the Book of Mormon. Its text simply
emerged as it fell from his lips, line after line, recorded by his
attenti ve scribe. o
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Joseph Literary Abllities as Evidence

(Opening the Heavens: Accounts of Divine Manifestations, John Welch pg. 97)

Question to Emma Smith: oCould [ J
the Book of Mormon to you, Oliver Cowdery and the others who

wrote for him, after having first written it, or having first read it out

of some Dbook?0

OEmmads Answer: o0Joseph Smith coul
herent and well -worded letter; let alone dictating a book like

the Book of Mormon. And, though | was an active participant in _
the scenes that transpired, eit I
and a wonder, 6 as much so as to a
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Eleven Witnesses (Three and Eight) as Evidence

Investigating the Book of Mormon Witnesses, Richard Lloyd Anderson

O Three Witnesses testified of seeing the Book of Mormon
plates with an Angel and hearing the voice of God.

O Eight Witnesses testified of holding the Plates of the Book of
Mormon in their hands and looking through the metal
pages.

O All withesses were reliable, hard working people respected
In thelr communities.

O All three witnesses became antagonistic to Joseph at some
point in their lives, but all the way to their death beds never
denied their experience with the Book of Mormon and the
Angel. If it was a fraud, it is hard to explain their behavior.

O None of the 8 witnesses ever denied their experience with
the Book of Mormon plates.
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Other Eye Witnesses as Evidence

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Great News _Articles/Mary Whitmer 12th bofm_witness.pdf
Opening the Heavens: Accounts of Divine Manifestations, John Welch

OOne oOounofficial witnesseso6, M
old man had shown her the plates in her barn during the
translation process.

ma Smith testified of moving the plates inside a cloth
ag around on the kitchen table, and mentioned lifting
the edge of the metal pages through the cloth like
thumbing through the pages of a paper book.

OJoseph Smithds mother, Lucy M
feeling the interpreters and breastplate found with the
plates of the Book of Mormon through linen cloth.
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Joseph Smithos Family

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Great News Articles/Joseph known as truthful.pdf

O Family members are often the severest critics of each other, so it is notable
that all of the Smith family Dbelil eved

O William Smith, who often argued with Joseph and had a knock down fist
fight with Joseph in the Kirtland era of the church, never denied his belief in
Josephodos c¢cl ai ms.

O "Joseph Smith, at the age of seventeen years, with the moral training he

had received from strictly pious and religious parents, could not have

onceived the idea in his mind of palming off a fabulous story, such as
seeing angels, etc. e There was not a
sufficient age to know right from wrong but what had implicit confidence in

the statements made by my brother Joseph concerning his vision and the
knowledge he thereby obtained concerning the plates. Father and mother
believed him; why should not the children? | suppose if he had told crooked
stories about other things, we might have doubted his word about the

plates, but Joseph was a truthful boy. That father and mother believed his
report and suffered persecution for t
oWilliam Smith
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Howlers:

Book of Mormon features once seen as
llariously laughable, but now actually give
strong supporting evidence

There are too many to go into the detalls of them

all, so what follows is a sampling

For many more see.
http://etherscave.blogspot.com/p/blog -page 20.html
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Definition: Anachronism

O The Howlers in the Book of Mormon generally
have to do with Anachronisms.

OAnachronism: o0a thing bel on
to a peri od other than that
If the Book of Mormon talks about  IPODs, that
would be an obvious anachronism from our day
Since they didnot exi st 1 n
by the Book of Mormon.

Table of C ts




Ancient Cultures have never been known to
write on Metal Plates

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/neareast.pdf , pg. 3

O0The authenticity of the Gol d
Mormon was inscribed has often been questioned until the
finding of the Darius Plates in 1938. Many other examples of

acred and historical writing on metal plates have been

found since. The brass (bronze) plates recall the Copper

Scroll of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the metal being used to

preserve particularly valuable information, namely the

hiding places of treasures N scrolls, money, sacred utensils n

conceal ed fr om stujhebleye Ne my . O
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Quotes from the Old and New Testament

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/King_James_Literary Style in_BofM.pdf , Pg. 3

OO0[W] hat about the oOFaith, Hope and Charity
resemblance to 1 Corinthians 13 is undeniable. This particular passage, recently
singled out for attack in  Christianity Today , is actually one of those things that turn
out to be a striking vindication of the Book of Mormon. For the whole passage,

wh i h scholars have | abeled othe Hymn to C
a number of first -rate investigators working independently (A. Harnack , J. Weiss, R.
Izenstein) to have originated not with Paul at all, but to go back to some older but
nknown source: Paul Il s merely quoting fro
ONow it so happens that other Book of Morm
guoting from the recordé So | find it not

authenticity of the Book of Mormon when Paul and Moroni both quote from a once
well-k nown but now | ost odHtlighiNibleyw wr i ti ng. 06
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Barley in the New World

http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/BofM_with_mature historical_understanding.pdf , pg. 20-21

O0Since at | east 1887, barl ey has been
anachronistic plants mentioned I n the
Ooln 1983, however, Dani el B. Adams rep
found preserved grains of what | ooks |
Hohokam site near Phoenix, AZ, dated to AD 900. The grain was an

Indigenous American species known as little barley € cul ti vat ed

little barley have since been identified at several pre -Columbian sites,

mostly I n the Eastern United States,

evidence also points to the cultivation of little barley in the Southwest and

Vd

parts of Mexico, 00

oetoday scholars generally agree that
crops in the Eastern United States by 200 BC. Some will protest that it is not
Ootrued (Ol d World) barl ey, but nothing
del i berately anachdNeahRappkeyec r eadi ng. O

Table of C

S


http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/BofM_with_mature_historical_understanding.pdf

New World Cement

http://etherscave.blogspot.com/2013/07/exceedingly -expert -in-working -of -cement.html
http://www.2understandlatterdaysaints.com/documents/Scholarly/BofM_with_mature historical_understanding.pdf , pg. 16 -17
OoWhen | was a young married man, 6 recall ed

oanot her young man who had received a doct
in the Book of Mormon. He said he could point out two lies in that book. One was that

people had built their homes out of cement and that they were very skillful in the use

of cement. He said there had never been found and never would be found, a house

built of cement by the ancient inhabitants of this country, because the people in that

early age knew nothing about cement. He said that should be enough to make one
disbelievethebook. | ésai d Itfo my mchil dren [donot] f
expect that my grandchildren will . 00

OMesoameri can us #asedfcement from serya@amcient times is well
documented. Non -structural lime plasters and stuccos were used as early as 1100 d
600 BC, and 0t hr odagsitperidd fca. B0ABCG oD e250] €é t he

and quality of plasters I ncreased, ® and Ma
mi xXing techniques. 0 According to Michael C
tme-peri od the | owland Maya oquickly realdlkee
fill made from | i mestone rubble and marl , 0

activity around 100 BCOGONenl Rappleye Nort her n Pe
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The Trend of Book of Mormon Anachronisms

https://www.fairmormon.org/conference/auqust -2019/time -vindicates -the -prophet

O How have Book of Mormon Anachronisms claimed by its
critics faired since the publication of the Book of Mormon?

O How much have things improved or gotten worse in terms
of what the Book of Mormon claims about possible
ndidates for Lamanite and Nephite peoples on the
American Continent?
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Time Vindicates the Prophets

https://www.fairmormon.org/conference/auqust -2019/time -vindicates -the -prophet

OA scholar by the name of Matt RO
review all anti -Mormon literature on the Book of Mormon from
1830-2019. [He went] through about 1,000 publications that
deal with arguments against the Book of Mormon since Joseph

| thdos day. o

e divided these criticisms into time periods, 1830 -1844, 1845-
1965, and 1966 to our present day, and then documented all
the criticisms of the Book of Mormon for each time period

O He then documented confirmations, if any, that are based on
new information and discoveries during that time period, and
then tallied the number of non  -confirmations or confirmations.
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Status of Anachronisms

*Unconfirmed (Pre-Columbian
Steel)

*Trending. Not yet confirmed, but
the issue has moved to a more
favorable perspective than before
(Bow and Arrow)

*Confirmed (Pre-Columbian Cement
2000 Years ago)



Anachronisms Relating to Ancient Warfare, Metals, Animals, Lehi’s
Wilderness Journey, and Israelite Culture Status 1829-1844

Fortifications

— Shece =

Anachronisms Relating to Ancient Records, Writing, Names, 3 Nephi, and

Ancient Culture Language Status 1829-1844

Metal Plates (OW)

Israelite Writing on Metal

Chariots -

Military Costumes Rations
Armor Steel (OW) Metal Platesin NW
Swords Steel (NW) Pre-Columbian Writing

Land of Jerusalem

Steel Swords (OW)

Bethlehem Part of Land of
Jerusalem

Reformed Egyptian (OW)

Day Night and Day

Sunken Cities

Compass

Sacrifice not at Temple Non Levite Priests

Archaeological Evidence

Steel Swords (NW) 3 Days Journe 10AA Great Tempest
Scimitars S I ﬁ L O~ Destruction By Fire
4 8 . Whirlwigd 5 ¢
I c e 1 e I ed=ng-Un nfirmed
Javelins Not Much Fire
Spenrs B e Hiding Up Records Buildings Fall
Bow and Arrow Forges Bountiful Site in Arabia - -
Inscribed Stone Thick Darkness
Monuments (NW)
Gold Money Sam Darkness Felt
Bow of Fine Steel (OW) Silver Money Josh Three Days of Darkness
Gid Inability to Light Fire
Sheum Earth Closing Up
Slings Neas Earth Carried Up
Ziff Destruction at Time of
Christ
Money Names Native Traditions
Horse Pre-Columbian - Rameumptum Civilization
Com Large Cities
Large Armies - 600 Year Chronology Kim
Large Army Casualties Ass Killing Laban Nephi Plausible Geography (NW)
Cow
Ox Non Jerusalem Temples ——
Navigation
Post Decapitation Jews Write in Egyptian Sasond REUS S umr
Movement/Breathing - Mdymon Glass (OW)
Goat Scripture in Egyptian Gadianton fres
Wild Goat Direction in Wilderness Astronomy




Summary 1844

89 Anachronisms

*84 Unconfirmed

5 Confirmed
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Anachronism Status in 1965
A few more greens











































































































































